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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of tlie appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1 . Claims 1-3.5-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by . 
Vallonetal. (20030111135). 

As to claim 1 , Vailon et al. discloses a fuel cell comprising a body (figure 1 
number 11), and a valve including a stem (figure 1 number 23), a unitary member 
secured to the body by its first end being fixedly secured to the stem (figure 1 , number 
3) the member including a connector formed at a second end (figure 1 , number 3) and a 
fluid conduit extending between the first and second ends (figure 1 number 31 ). As to 
claim 2, Vailon et al. discloses wherein the stem extends parallel to a first axis and the 

fluid conduit extends parallel to the first axis (figure 1 number 23,31 ). As to claim 3, 

I 

Vailon et al. discloses that the connector includes an aperture that is circumscribed by a 
channel (figure 1 number 3). As to claim 5, Vailon et al. discloses that the connector is 
a female fitting adapted for engaging a male inlet stem (figure 1 number 3,23). As to 
claim 6, Vailon et al. discloses that the second end includes an outer flange (figure 1 
number 31) and an inner flange spaced from (figure 1 number 33), and circumscribed 



I 
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by the outer flange (figure 1 number 31 and 33). As to claim 7, Vallon et al. discloses a 
tool having a fluid inlet and the inlet Including a male stem, wherein the female fitting is 
engaged with the male stem thereby provide a fluid tight seal (figure 1 number 23,3). 

As to claim 8, Vallon et al. discloses a method for connecting a fuel cell to a tool 
having a dispensable fluid inlet, the fuel cell including a body containing a dispensable 
fluid, a stem and valve, wherein the valve is opened by depressing the stem, comprising 
a step or providing a unitary adapter fixedly secured to an end of the stem, the adapted 
defining a fluid passageway extending between the stem and a connector formed at an 
end of the adapted and engaging the dispensable fluid inlet with the connector 
whereupon engagement with the connector there is a fluid tight seal formed between 
the fuel cell stem and dispensable fluid inlet (figure 1 and page 1 paragraph 0001 ). 

As to claim 9, Vallon et al. discloses the engaging step includes inserting a male 
stem of the tool into an aperture of the connector (page 1 paragraph 0001). 

As to claim 10, Vallon et al. discloses wherein the inserting step includes press- 
fitting the male stem into the aperture (page 1 paragraph 0001 ). 

As to claim 1 1 , Vallon et al. discloses that the press-fitting includes forcibly 
inserting an end of the inlet stem beyond a ridge provided on the adapter (page 1 
paragraph 0001). 

As to claim 12, Vallon et al. discloses a fuel cell, comprising a canister (figure 1 

i 

number 1 1 ) having a stem for expelling fluid from the canister (figure 1 number 23), and 
a unitary member that is integral with the stem and includes a conduit that is in fluid 
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communication with the connector (figure 1 number 3) and the connector is adapted for 
sealingly engaging a dispensable fluid inlet (page 1 paragraph 0001 ). 

As to claim 13. Vallon et al. discloses that the conduit includes a first portion 
having a first diameter suited for sealingly engaging the stem (figure 1 number 32), a 
second portion having a second diameter that Is less than the T\rsX diameter (figure 1 
number 33), and a third portion having a third diameter that Is greater than the second 
diameter (figure 1 number 35). 

As to claim 14, Vallon et al. discloses that the second diameter approximates a 
fluid exit diameter of the stem.(figure 2). As to claim 15, Vallon et al. discloses that the 
connector is a female connector (figure 1 number 3). As to claim 16, Vallon et al. 
discloses that the female connector includes a hole sun'ounded by a flange (figure 1 
number 3 and 33). As to claim 17, Vallon et al. disclose a flange includes a 
protuberance fonned on an inner wall thereof (figure 1 number 33). As to claim 18, 
Vallon et al. discloses a fu^l cell comprising, a canister having a stem (figure 1 number 
1 and 23) for expelling fluid from the canister (page 1 paragraph 001 ), and a means for 
securing the canister to a valve so as to established a fluid tight seal with the valve, the 
means being integral with the canister (page 1 paragraph 001 ). 

As to claim 19, Vallon et al. discloses that the means includes a female interface 

t 

(figure 1 number 3). As to claim 20, Vallon et al. discloses that the means is a one- 

I 

piece connector fixedly secured to the stem (figure 1 number 3). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

1 

t 

I 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:. 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, If the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl^ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. - Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vallon et 

al. (200301 1 1 135) in view of Wagdy (20030127488). 

As to claim 4, Valloh et al. discloses that the second end approximates a 
cylindrical section and the stem axis is both parallel and collinear with the axis of 
revolution for the first and second ends (figure 1 number 31 ). 

Vallon et al. fail to disclose wherein the member first end approximates a conical 
section. Wagdy teaches that the member first end approximates a conical section 
(page 4 paragraph 0027) for the purpose of facilitating the fluidic sealing engagement 
between the electrometric adaptor and the tool stem (page 4 paragraph 0027). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time applicant's invention was made to provide Vallon et al. with the member first 
end approximates a conical section in order to facilitate the fluidic sealing engagement 
between the electrometric adaptor and the tool stem (page 4 paragraph 0027). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jane Rhee whose telephone number is 571-272-1499. 
The examiner can nomially be reached on M-F 9-6. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Ryan can be reached on 571-272-1292. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomiatlon regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infonnation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





Jane Rhee 
March 30,2006 
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